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Bear Baris ^laB&aonde, 

After your (esreujse tu® expression) book on Garrison came out, I wrote 
Meredith setting tovHhs* estemsiw plugiarim from my work, The President sealed 
genuinely upset about this end another theft of my ^ork in. which Meredith ws# 
involved, was supposed to disease with a friend of mins doing something about it, 
end took up with you whas he accurately le billed serious charges* Aje you know, 
you me da no response# As you sud I both Iciew, you couldn’t# Your insensitivity 
and your ignorance combined to gull you into the theft of even one oi my re re 
errors- In that case, you were remarkably stupid* fbr X we able to wera you off. 

By accident I wes with ones Harris when ha got a call on it# He said what I told 
him to Say* Had you heeded it# you* a nave stolen on thing less* 

Heports of your new project having just reached me, I hove just 
written Meredith. Although I do not now n©ve your address, I do wlte you ©o 
thst preoccupation, may not prevent it later# I tuink this la star ia alst> in 
your Interest, 

A .minor industry has grown up a^omg ayeoptentB, literary whores 
and incompetent investigators * It is an old one, theft* In your s&ae# you nougat 
to disguiao It nth citations to some of it (in every case, without having sou#t 
permission)* Of course, it Is possible that in what you labelled as en unauthorised 
account, so mufhof ^hich is unalloyed Garrison, your own igaorsno© may have kept 
you from knowing when h® was using the mate rial of others, which wuS by no meeua 
uncommon* tFnfbrtunately, did almost no origins! and subatentisl work, having 
besn enticed from it by those who carsmerei a lifted bim, of ^hc$s you eB one# I 
unde rat and that In your case it not as profitable as you might have wanted# 

T 0 others it yielded e considerable return. To J ii& it W£is o disaster* 

— i* t to fiiore -disreputable than other »t oeling ~ 

becouao it is done by those who do not aave to steal for their livelihood or 
to satisfy other ne*ds. I am, of course, hurt when A am the victim# More, in 
the field in which for many y?nr I have worked, I b&iieve much is involved, 
others and I have worked herd end at great cost in an efiortbto establish truth 
and so tnot the country can benefit tear® from# The crooks, of mom you rb one 
of ta© lesst skilfully disguised, also uurt this effort in many ways, t:.e most 
obvious being im destroying credibility* 

Bud Fensterwold is as open a man, in many ways, as Jim Garrison. E@ 
would like to help everyone, end his intention ia to help, like 5 im, ho has done 
little personal investigation, having drawu upon otnars* And like lim, ha ia 
easily imposed upon* The first two times I mentioned i t to uim. Bud claimed not 
to know you nlaa e book on the ^ing/Hay cues. Thursday ho a staff* lodged that he 
knows you are doing one. 

What you may not kno 1 ^ is now much of what B ud has is my work# So, X 
am tolling you - and in telling you, I em el&o earning you# Sven his client X got 
for him# My own concern for thi« being handled cleanly ^nd acceptably is such 
that I declined a request from a uajor publisher that I do a short, feat. 



■ 

sensationally -written book not on tbs results of my work but on what naira don®. 
This is neither my bag nor the means by which truth is established* 1 

Although It should not be necessary to toll you this, 1 do remind 
you that a writer’s rights J k&e his material are Tested In the common law as well 
as by copyright. He does not lose these rights when his material is used, in any 
kind Of official proceeding {witness the Archives end the barren material), prior 
to making all of ay work available to Bud, I did inquire into this. You may have 
no way of tenoning it [save that you eerteinly know it is not- your own work), but 
a fair amount of tue court record is my work. I hove not given you and 1 will not 
give yon the right to use any of my work, 

Naturally, you can do your c : ; n work, even if in this field you seem 
never to nave done it before. But, stay away from mine, in any form and from any 
secondary court®. There is plenty to be done by everyone. You do not have to be 
a thief, even if that is tho eesier way. 

There aro also difference between the situation today and that prior 
to the Garrison disaster. 1 think it might help you to understand eons of them. 
Although it was not the case when you began association with rad, 1 era n ow und er 
contract to a publisher, so it Is not 1 a Isons who will have an interest xtesx 
in doing something about plagiarism, Nor will my resources be us limited. Also, 
in earlier days there aoerned to be e constructive purpose to be served by silence 
about the transgressions of an unfortunately large number of people* hot only is 
that no longer the case, but ^ hpva had nil 1 want of tne defense of the crooks, 
that I am seme kind of paranoid who imagines these things and other, alM&ar libels 
and slenders, 

literary crooks and whores bo cm to engage in self-deception, to make 
whet tiity do more tolerable to themselves. All, of course, hi vc the loftiest 
motive* One seems to hove spoken i'or most when, he said, "As fur us I urn con- 
cerned, once nal publishes it, it becomes public domain." I would encourage you 
not to believe this, 

Hor would you be wise to assume that 1 have written Meredith for 
ha rr ea ament. You know of your own t tie ft, but you do not kne . that they owe m© 
money under signed contracts, where they have never paid the contracted sums, 
and for the use of what was not contracted - ss well 68 its miens®. I do not ~ 

seek the hurt of any others, but I do end will seak the relief of my own hurt. 

If they sro willing to make e fair settlement, as they originally indicated, 
thsi will satisfy ms. If tney ere not, I do propose to seek relief in court, 
which will else be in public. If, s* tuq? indicated, they showed my letters 
to you, you should know that I am a father m c knows his rwn son. 

In ell of this Bun is also in a vulnerable position, I would prevent 
hurt or the possibility of hurt to him, too. He ia my lawyer in some^iatters, 
rtjleh complicates his life and activities in one direction, end he represents 
Eay* a interests, watch doss the same to him in other ways. There he also has 
those who may well be looking for tne chance to do something to him. And I, 
please believe me, will be vigilant in defending my ora iaterects and those 
that mean something to me. It is not giing to be as it has been, whatever is 
required, whatever is involved. 

Sincerely, 



Harold Vieisberg 



